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Thls first. half of the book
makes excellent readmg, but it is
the second, where the results are
presented :that must ‘rousethe

. excitement: of anyone with-a lave
+~0f ~British - history

=_’knob of : banded stone had .been

- That - great
the: ‘stage ‘for what: mlghtl be

:called-Seven: Ages of Men.-First, .
i:beginning +5,000- years -ago, .the
"anonymous layers of the'Neolithie,
“Bronze::and’ Iron Ages command
‘then ? 'the “Romans -

-march- on, Arthur 3 pears as-a

- thrilling ?ghost and' is’-followed,
-incongruously;

--Juthelred the Unready
-last age of allafter a: long inter-
“val::Leslie. Alcock himself: arrives
| .thh. hig ‘train. of: volunteers.

{kll the ages are of some inter-
-°fes

by ‘that: antl-hero
For the

The. ‘Neolithic- offers:"con-
wvineing-. ritual - pits, -

:Justly - be called--a town, with
-ample evidence for. its' crafts.and

~its trades.. .

~deferred - until after AD70,
-the - bodies .of men,;. women*and

.The . Roman assaul
left

“children - to . form_what for. Mr

‘Alcock was
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| from“ nGuyana<ito..
physics .degree, rwartlme.. service
“as ﬁghterr pilot; tdok* 16, :months .
‘Iafter all ‘that to find job not as

A forty-six”. foul-mouthed .
sters:: White; English youngsters "
‘|:He, thén. ‘produced . riveting “biest-
’ sellen from: compassmnate aware- -
‘| ness,;that .there:;are other =under- :
. pr1v1leged -ErQUPS. - a
. - g n--.

‘ u« "...

C 1 coming: on. ”)

{ any

- to Churchill by

~ a ecommentar
" party from 1830 to 1935.” Readable

“ the.. rlchest and

_too . much _ ballyhoo |
.dulnous Arthurlan presence, But

‘had ‘come to light, -
‘the. book may. Stlll ‘be cntunsed

'was.' -
= clalms are neither: overposmve
-nor- given dlsproportlonate ‘space.
It seems just about as. hkely that

‘the - Bronze C2dbury’s

“Age a.gold bracelet the Iron Xge |
- not only- presents: nob]e ramparts
_-but also:ithe remains:of what can -

| bu'th-place

o 37
most macabre archaeologlcal de- .
posit I ‘have ‘ever -excavated.”
Allethls re-Arthunan hlstory ig

fasclnatmg, and it was satisfactory

" to find sure’ ‘confirmation .of 'the

- note» in-the< Anglo-Saxon: Chron-

jicle: that, Cadbu was made. a

.'fortxﬁed ‘Burh' durln Ethelred’
SR a‘struggle with’ the Vlkmgs.

“But the- most mtense interest'

e ..;'.must focus on-Arthur, The legend-.
. ary- herois- now recognised. .as, a
- . British: war- leader. who- probably
.won :his greatest victory: .against
- the Saxons in -the:last decade of
‘the fifth: century. . Did- this. his-

toric Arthur ‘and :his army ‘hold
Cadbury?:.... .Excavations - . have~
proved that the: whole hrlltop was
re-fortified at about the right date,

.and a large ° feastmg hall " built

on the.site.; . At one. time " Mr
Alcock -was. attacked for bma{nng
"abou

that was. before ‘all the evidence
‘The titleof

for .the “author himself - accept.s
Camelot as‘“a place that* never
! But - for.  the: -rest, " his

Arthur.'did indeed carouse in
hall: * that

Shakespeare 'was’ born n h!s

“Mr Alcock says that he has

';wrltten for the thousands of
" enthusiasts
t, * excavations. I hope that'they and

-the

“who . visited

thousands more .will ‘not only

‘read: this book but buy it if they

can.. A fiver ‘may not long be

jworth somuch, ... .5 77 .

Paul Jenmngs rewews two new

!. t !
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*'BRAITHWAITE trodtpath
Cambrldge

\ (:j. '.

scientist . (brush-off. everywhere,
mcludmg -Ford) -but as teacher of .
young-

Reluctant' 2 Nelghbours
(Bodley -Heéad,:£1 80) he., is

; ‘commuiter: ,.tram”to New ; York
‘|.with “passengers:: who look ‘as if
;| *-any.of :them:-would’ welcome’ the -
| company. ‘of a, successful author—

,diplomat-educator , (he ,now

“elderly English
- became - Mum " and ‘ Dad " to
. hlm ..

autoblographles

"NI‘TIMES

town of Algerlans) '
-We’re " recognising . belatedly
that slave ships.were our Belsen,
-though- some tlme ago; ‘we must
‘Tepay with .“love : and .- hope "
(with which. this book dedicated
to * Francis "), and Braithwaite's

- central point-is still. pretty. un-

-answerable. . The: black -

“must be outstandnng even
- where mediocrity is the norm
- for' whites . . . he must do.
- more, ‘much more than .is
requlred of . his. white. peer .

. When he is able to examine
"crxtlcally the - pressures
-. posed on. him.. .. the habit of
' .extreme eﬁort ls continued.

It is good to know that for all-

im-

e pubhc - rejection, some private

_persons  were kmd notably

couple: who

_Far far-removed is The World
In Ripeness (Michael Joseph

~ £3 pp 152), Vol TII of autobiog of

:»H E Bates g

ty‘

b ;~
* L "' v v

Gu anese‘ Ambassador to U*Sl)

')* onithe hour-long'ride butsteer
;.‘clear*‘ofg’lseat, nﬁxt ‘to mmtvuu,:France confirmed what he. had
| white- hberal does sxt ask ‘ques- -
| tions“which  elicit: story of life.
.excep- -
tlonal man.:, i (5 Chnstl he .was
‘Were you in'any -

e Ewdently < you're,.-an.

way tempted ‘to’ resettle yourself
in ;Guyana -as: an - established
writer .in- a newly. 1ndependent
country?. .. -On a personal level,
considering .
Ambassador. enjoys; were you in
way inhibited- by.: your
blackness? »* (**. Chrlst' After all
these - long years,
changed. - Nothing. - Didn't.. the
stupld -bastard- understand that I
and my skin are one?”) Only
place where everyone was nice
.was Paris (butf he then in smart
7th. Arrondissement, not shanty-

SHORT LIST

from Peel

Robert Blake
First published in

Tbe' Conservative Party
(Fontana 60p).

1970 as an expanded transcript of
. . the Ford Lectures, which Lord .

Blake gave in Oxford two years
reviously.” It “ does not purport to
e a connected history . rather,

on the hlstor of the

and of real value to other students
of history or politics. Illustrated
.with cartoons: well furnished with

. -appendlces and notes.
-New Lives, New Landscapes by Nan

" Fairbrother (Pelican £l).

. landscape;. second,

" moforised,
- society, and

- Enchanting, handsomely produced
- book that, first, summarises.briefly -

the changmv history of the British
ooks at the
ospects offered by
ighly industrial, urban
en (with ample and

dtsastrous

- apt illustrations) suggests the best

‘ways of makmg it habitable, -

" The Vietorlan Underworld by

Kellow Chesney (Pehcan 7op).

'.'H E. Bates
- writer.

- Was;

the .privileges.~an .

nothing had . .

"~ Exhaustive, fascinatin

. “fringe, discussed in detai
.eompassxon and understanding. _

All is grist for
"When commissioned into
'RAF to write stories (everyone
soon knew who Flying Officer X
‘“my imprint, it seemed,
was on every wvord ”} on which
Minister .for Air personally coh-

B - gratulated him, he gave lift.to

" Cockney
Uxbridge, wasn't repaid £5 ‘he
- lent; but. “ twenty years later- I
- turned

RAF

on to

way

it..into: 'a story, ‘Mr
Featherstone Takes a Ride.) for
which.: an.. editor paid. -me 230
guineas.” = Visit .to liberated

written from imagination in Fair
Stood the Wind for France, prov-
-ing “not for the first or last
time that - imagination can take
a.writer nearer to the heart of
-truth than any. amount of obser-
vation.” India, Burma provided,
‘as well as official -stories, The
Purple Plain, The Jacaranda
Tree .and so to the Larkins,
received - with joy not only by
England | .
- Colonials and Americans,
. "having tended to.think of the
English as cold stuffed shirts,
seized . upon_ its wanton.
Chaucerian joys ... . Pop|
Larkin is in fact an expression
of my own philosophy: the
need to go with the stream,
never to battle against it.

but
somewhat d1sorgamse study, -
covering roughly 1830-80, of th:h
wi

by .Claude

Structural Anthrop oliy 7 n
egations

Levi-Strauss (£1.30)

" Herbert Marcuse (£1 25), For Mm

by Louis Althusser (£1), and
Inferaction Ritual by Ervmg
Goffman (£1) are the first fouy
titles in' the new series of -
" Penguin University Books.”
This -aims: to -present books of
-established merit in sober and

- aconomical guise.

Lenin by Georg Lukics (New
Left "Books 60p). -Important and
still relevant study of Lenin's life

-and - ideas ‘opens useful new .
. paperback

series.

The Police-and The People b
Richard Cobb (OUP Paperba
79p). Sub-title: “ French Popular
Protest 1789-1820.” Es.piores the
revolutionary urge among the
French common people and theie
leaders from the storming of the-
Bastille until the political and .-

“-

. economic famine following. the.final

defeat of Bonaparte. Fine and
ently readable document.
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A Supplement to '
the Oxford Engllsh |

VOLUNIE1 A-G

Ed |ted by R.W.
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The publication:of. the new SUppIernent to
+ the Oxford Engl:sh Dictionary is the most
important event in English lexicography
since the‘Dictionary itself was completed
maore.than forty years ago. That, said the
_,;--Tl. S., 'was 'the greatest achievement in
" lexicography which has ever been

- accomplished".

The SUpplement records about 50 000 words *}
. that have come into the English vocabulary

" since the O.E.D. was compiled. It will appear
. in three volumes over the next five years:

" the flrst A-G, is publlshed this week.

£15
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