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'NEW NOVELS

A FASCIST TERROR IN
" AMERICA

IT CAN'T HarpPEN HERE. By SI&CLMR
Lewis. (Cape. 7s. 6d.)

Mr. Lewis’s new novel is a distinctly
topical piece of work, aimed at those
“ easy-going citizens ” whom he fears to
see awaken too late, like his pacific hero
Doremus, to the danger of a Fascist
dictatorship and Reign of Terror in the
United States.  With all the powers of

visualization at his'command he presents
his_ imaginary history of the coming into
being in the next four or five years of such
an American régime—presidential election,
seizing of power, the declaration of the
corporate State, the looting of the country
by madmen and criminals newly raised to
POWET, the quarrels of leaders, a declara-
tion of Imperialist war. Throughout
Doremus Jessup, an elderly newspaper
editor in a small Vermont town, is the
main.point of focus. A Liberal by birth
and temperament, he fights, first timidiy
and then with all his, heart, by word and
act, against the overwhelming tide, he and
his family and friends running their heads
Into nooses which sometimes draw fatally
tight. Thus plenty of excitement is pro-
vided, if also what any sensitive reader
must regard as some rather dreadful pages,
made no more palatable if justified by the
knowledge that they are little more than
transcriptions from European actualities.
This 1s not perhaps one of Mr. Lewis’s
b:st novels, but it has enough of his positive
qualities—vigour, speed, mockery, honest
anger, inventiveness, power of characteri-
zation, knowledge of the American scene |
—to make it more vivid and readable, |
whether as entertainment or warning, than |
95, or even 99, novels out of every ‘
hundred. | | ;

ON A Huce HiLL. By J. D. BERESFORD.
' (Heinemann. 7s. 6d.)

In his latest novel Mr. J. D. Beresford |
continues his studies into the subject of
faith-healing which he started in “ The
Camberwell Miracle ” ; but here we have
much more the pilgrimage of one man and
the adventures of his spirit in his search
for God or Truth on the top of the “ huge |
hill ” humanity must climb before it can
ind them. The story, after the rescue
from death of James Kingden’s little son
by his father, becomes the record of
James’s struggles to bring his wife and his
friends into the atmosphere, at least, of
the revelation he has received. His con-
quests are easier than they usually are
when a man attempts to live ot the life of
love and faith which are Kingden’s ruling
principles; he cannot explain his
mysterious powers, nor does he try to—
explanation, to him, is a fight against faith. |
But in the end he wins even his tenth-rate |
wife by one of those “signs” which the
Gospels say a “ wicked and adulterous
generation” demands.  Although the
story. moves in the rarefied atmosphere of
spiritual adventure, Mr. Beresford man-
ages to convince us of the truth of his
seeker’s claims and the integrity of his
vision. If the book has not the same
human appeal as “The Camberwell
Miracle,” it is not the author’s fault: he
has to some extent left human problems

and 1s dealing with a much more esoteric
situation. -

DARKNESS ' AND " DAWN. By ~ ALEXEI
- Torstoy. Translated by EprrH BONE
and EMILE BUrNS.” (Gollancz. 8s. 6d.)

This is a translation of “ The Way of
Torment,” which was begun when the
author was an émigré and completed after
his return to Russia. Though it is more
than twice the length of the average novel,
the book represents only a fragment of the
work as originally conceived ; the plot is
left suspended in mid-air at the close.
The subject is the attitude of mind of the
Russian educated classes from the period
just before the outbreak of war to a point
marked by-the internal collapse in Ger-
many at the end of 1918. The story is

‘told in vivid and dramatic fashion and

with the psychological expertness which

Alexei Tolstoy always commands.

Though somewhat too ambitious in

matters of . historical generalization, he

portrays eftectively enough the aimless-

ness of the intelligentsia and their self-

indulgent confusion of thought on the eve

of war. He indicates, too, the sense of

impending catastrophe that was filtering

through all sections.of society, above all |
in the two capitals, and the fatalism of |
the professional and artistic classes.

The two principal characters, both well
drawn, are the charming young girl
Daria, who is studying law in St. Peters-
burg, and the engineer Telegin, a portrait,
from which all suggestion of mawKishness
has been banished, of a2 man of unusually
fine moral sensibility. The love affair
between these two takes its light and shade
from the- great events amidst which they |
live. Telegin is captured in the early|
fighting in the Carpathians and eventually
makes his ‘escape from a concentration
camp, arriving back in St. Petersburg just |
when the bread riots are beginning. He
and Daria marry. Neither has any strong |
political convictions, but at the close he is
a Red company commander in the
southern Ukraine "while she has un-
wittingly become an accomplice in the
conspiracy-organized by Savinkov.

Cur AND COME AGAIN.. By H. E. BATE’S.

- (Cape. 7s. 6d)

" There are 14 tales in Mr. Bates’s new
volume, and with one bare exception, and
that mainly on the score of slightness, each
may be said to. have its own especial
quality. Unquestionably they are from
the same hand, and a certain similarity of
outlook does pervade all but the very |
lightest ; but the author never fails in his |
dexterity of handling, he varies his back- |
grounds well, and.no person enters  his
narratives, however briefly, without taking
on life as a personality. The two longest
and the outstanding stories in the collec-
tion are “ The House with the Apricot™
and “The Mill,” and taken together they
offer an interesting contrast as distinctive
treatments; positive and negative, of what
1S essentially the same theme. The title-
story'is an excellent example of how much
Mr. Bates can say in a short space, openifg
a sudden window upon lives for a transient
glimpse which tells us everything from
what they are to his own (implied, never
stated) final outlook, a mood of pity and
amusement, and above all tenderness for
beauty which is born to wither. and hope
whose aim will be beaten at best to
acceptance. [ The Revelation” presents
Uncle Silas in highest spirits, and “ The
Bath ” is a very happy piece of work."

| In addition to the reviews published regi-
larly in. The Times, full criticisms of all the
important new books will be found in The Tinmes
Literary Supplement, issued every Saturday,
pl'icc 3d. . : : '
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