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New Fiction

|

; Mr. Brett Young's
' Long Novel

They Seek a Country. By Francis Brett
Young. (Heinemann. 8s 6d.)

Something Short and Sweet. By H. E.
Bates. (Cape. T7s 6d.)

Down the Proud Stream. By Carl Fallas.
(Heinemann. 7s 6d.)

The Gods Were Sleepiv. By C. E.
Lawrence. (Murray. 7s 6d.)

By JOHN BROPHY

R. BRETT YOUNG'S new long
\l novel opens in 1836, in the Wor-
= cestershire countryside, but it
wanders far afield and takes in many
strange adventures, all firmly based on
historical records. John Oakley, a
cobbler and a * squatter,” makes a vamn
protest against an enclosure of common
land by local squires. He carries a bag:
for some poachers, and for this offence 1s
sentenced to seven years' transportation
to Australia. After enduring on a convict
‘ship cruelties which would be incredible
vwere they not authenticated, he escapes
with one companion on the shores of|
South Africa. |
There he is befriended by Boer farmcrs.‘
and with them takes part in a great trek
across the Orange River into Natal 'I'hel
‘newcomers’ delegates are treacherously
massacred by Zulus, and John escapes, withl
the Boer girl he loves.only because his rival |
‘sacrifices his life. John is at last enabled |
to settle down, as a pioneer Afrikander,
‘and found a family. |
. This 1s a necessarily inadequate outline |
lof a long and detailed story. but 1t may|
‘serve to indicate some of the achievements
Jof “THEy SEeKk A CounTRY "—and some of |
the directions in which no achievement 1s|
|attempted. Almost anything may nowa-
rdavs be loosely classified as a novel, but|
distinctions are always useful. A true!l
novel, in myv view, takes its character from
people rather than from events. Here the
'emphasis is all on events. The book is an |
impressive narrative closely following, and |
vivifving, a period of obscure history. The |
people in it have only an elementary and
| superficially observed individuality. The
dialogue gets the story along, but i1s often|
unconvincingly phrased. The spoken word |
'rarelv illuminates the private mind of the!
|speaker.
| This is a tale rather than a novel,
'but a stirring and solidly imagined tale.
'with some memorable set pieces of descrip-
'tive writing—life between decks on the
convict ship, the trek across the mountains, |
‘the Zulu onslaught. As such it may be|
read with enjoyment by anyone possessing
jan ear for comely, straightforward prose
and a taste for vicarious adventure. It is
dedicated to * The Earl Baldwin of Bewd-
.'ley. K.G.," by “a friend and neighbour.”

| SHORT STORIES

~ The quietness of Mr. H. E. Bates's manner
. 1s misleading, at any rate to the hasty |
reader. He is an artist confident in his
own technique, needing to make no display
lof virtuosity. His verbal skill is subtie |
enough, and varied enough. to repay pro-
longed study. but it is possible to enjov his |
stories without being consciousiy aware ot
ithis skill, for it is always subordinated ¢n
‘his parrative purpose. And in ” SOMETHING
 SHORT AND SWEET " there are several stories
for which immiortality may safely be pre-
‘dicted. so deft and economic i1s their writ-
‘ing, so imaginatively explosive is their final
effect. |
- Mr. Bates is still the same person-
ality who arrived so young to take an
honourable place in the literary hierarchy
‘of to-day. but he has grown not only :n/
'technical resource but in wisdom and In-
sight. In this new volume there is much
lvarxety of theme and approach, but its core
'consists of several longish stories which |
.explore and expound the subject of frus-
;tratlon in love. *“ Kimono.” a tale told by
'a man whose whole adult life is determined |
'by a chance encounter on a hot afternoon
'in London, is most impressive. But “ Breeze |
(Anstey,” in which a young girl's faintly
morbid affection for a grown woman col-
lapses at the aporoach of a man, runs it;
‘close. So does " The Landladyv.”

- Best of all, perhaps. is " Cloudburst.” a
studv of natural disaster in the country- |
side. as sharp and solid and coloured as a
'Van Gogh of the middle period. The wnnic
book is rich in art and the understanding of '
 human experience. an understanding'
mellowed with compassion, but saved from
oversweetness by tart secretions of irnny'
land truth-telling |

CHARM AND FANTASY

. In “Downx tHE Proup STtREAM "' charm
and a delicate fantasy interweaving with
closely observed realism take the place of
profundity. It is a period love story—also
ending in frustration, but a frustration
without much bitterness. At a time when
railways, horse-drawn mail-coaches and
‘bicycles are all employed for transport, a|
‘'yvouth named Rolf is sent to the country for
his health.

He stays with a bee-keeper named
Nolan, a man of warm and ripe.
character and falls sweetly, but not pas-
‘sionately. in love with the niece of the!
house. Christina. She has alreadyv rejected a |
‘certain Ned, who nas betaken his broken
heart to a nearby monastery. Bee-keeping.
the secret conversations of voung girls.
‘summertime love idvlls, buried treasure in
'the graveyard. and monastic problems are |
all twined into a daisy-chain of a story. not |
iquite innocent, but far from sophisticated |
in anyv urban sense.

| TALE OF RICHARD IIL.

Mr. C. E. Lawrence works with assured
skill within the established conventions of |
the picturesque historical novel. In *“ THE'
Gops WERE SLEEPING " he tells the story of
Richard 1I1., from the svmpathetic, and!:
romantic. point of view of voung Bart,
‘whose surname is for some time unknown
to himself. “ This romance.” Mr Lawrence
tells us in his preface. " is based on the con- ;
viction that neither in thought nor deed was |

'King Richard the Third guiltv of the deaths
of the voung princes.” But he does not
allow his conviction to become confused
with proven historical facts, and makes it
clear that his solution of the Tower myvstery |
is to be accepted as fiction.

It makes an interesting story, for voung |
‘Bart. taken from his lowly emplovment as '\
a tapster to soldier under his presumptive |
.father at the Tower., becomes the close .
friend of the captive princes. The vounger
one dies a natural death, and presently the ||
'elder 1s found to be 1n danger owing to a '
'plot emanating from the Duke of Bucking-
‘ham. Bart impersonates his friend and
draws off the assassins, while the Prince
escapes to Holland. It is pleasing to note
' that Bart marries his Nance, formeriy his |
fellow-servant at a City inn. i

|

BOOKS RECEIVED

THE MINSTREL BOY: A Portrait of Tom Moore.
B{L‘:L A G Su . (Hodder and Stoughton. 18s.)
T FAIR BEA . By George Godfray 8Seliick |
{Hodder and Sioughton. 5s.) ECONOMIC PLAN. ¢
NING IN AUSTRALIA. 1929.36. By W R.. i
Maclaurin (King and Son 158.) CATALOGUE
OF POREIGN BOOKS IN THE CHAPTER LIBRARY
OF LINCOLN CATHEDRAL. Compiled by W H
Kynaston. (Humphrey Millord, 10s 64 ) S8KY PILOT
By K. Langford ®h Hamiton. 6s) SABU THE
ELEPHANT BOY By Frances Flaherty and Ursula
leacock (Dent. 580

FICTION

SUMMER'S END By Dorothy Biack (Hoddsr and
Stoughton. 73 5d.) ROMANCE ROYAL By Berta
Ruck (Hndder and Sioughton 78 5d4) THEY
SEEK A COUNTRY. By Prancis Brett Young (Heine. S
rrnca;_.‘r. 8s 5d ‘;GTHE gzﬂ;a_lr!\HG II'?EII E{ZM J. Parrell. |

-Olling. 7s \ : IN WS. By Eric
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