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N ovels of the
' Week

\The Bride Comes to Evens!ord'
By H. E. Bates. (Cape. 3s. 6d.)

The Dead Look On. By Gerald
Kersh. (Heinemann. 7s. 6d.)

Drivin® Woman. By Elizabeth
Pickett  Chevalier.. (Collins.
105. 6d ) ‘ ’ A

'By RALPH ' STRAUS

TI-IE most interesting feature, to
my mind, about Mr. H. E.
Bates’s new story is its lengih: it

| fills no more than sixty pages.
And yvet in the hands of many a

good novelist “ THE BRipDE COMES
To EVENSFORD ' would assuredly
have been at least five times as
long as-it is, That:is not to say
that there is any complicated plot
or large gallery of portralts_ but
a record of thirty years in a
woman’s life is given in 'which
little of moment seems to have
been ormtted

This is certainly an achleve-
ment, even if it be far from the
little .rnasterpiece .which Mr.
Bates, who.is one of our best short-
story writers, may one day give.
us. . The seemmgly meek .but
highly efficient Miss Cassell _of
London (did she, by the way, ever
have any family of her own")
comes to Evensford as a draper’s
assistant, marries her draper for
the sake of his shop, and then,
when she is left lonely - monarch of
all - she surveys, builds up the:
‘business, grows rich, enj oys play-
ing bully, makes no fnends at-all,
and is dvomed to theé bitterest dis-
appointment when at long last,
and apparently for the first tnne '
she becomes aware - of tender
feehngs for a-man.

Well, she is a credible figure,
and her story-is told with ‘some-
thing much miore than mere deft-
ness, but I doubt whether it will
come to be mcluded in g list of Mr
Bates’s best work

R. GERALD KERSH is
rapidly winning for himself

a reputation. as- a writer with an

individuality as unusual as the
driving force behind it. * THE
DEAD LooK ON," his third and best
book, is founded on the pitiful
traged of Lidice. Somebod has
killed the General. of Pohce and
a scapegoat must be found. The
Czech village of Dudicka is chosen
—an -abandoned motor-cycle is
found on -its outskirts which
might have belonged to the mur=
derer—and the Nazis converge
upon it, with the ‘monstrous
Horner—the disguise is thln—at
their head.

You might think that when, as
here, none of the resulting horrors
is glozed over, 1t would be almost
foo much: but that .is not so. Mr.
Kersh makes you ‘coldly angry, as,
indeed, 'any re-telling of such a
story must do; but he is no mere
reporter. He has a moving and
really excxtmg story to tell. '

- % * *

RIVIN': WOMAN ” is one of
* those long and competent
- quasi-historical novels : from

America which, beginning with
ithe Civil ’War, attempt lat the
same time -to :tell an wunusual
love story - and - illustrate- the
progressive changes- in -some’
particular- State or industry. In
this case the heroine is a once-
fashionable . Virginian beauty
who at the end of the century is
playing a congueror’s part in the
great tobacco war. . -

Endurance

The Raft. By Robert Trumbull.
(Harrap.  7Ts, 6d) :

Tony Pastula, Harold Dlxon
and Gene Aldrich are three
young members of the Air Arm
of the American Navy. Before
the war only Dixon had had any
experience of the sea. Pastula is
of Polish - parentage; neither his

. father mor his. mother speaks
Enghish. . Gene Aldrich comes
from a farming community, and
is deeply pious.r When their
plane crashed, these men drifted
1,000 miles in a rubber boait in
the. middle of the Pacific, with-
out any compass or means of’
guidiffg their flimsy bark. They
were afloat for thirty-four days.
Bligh (of the Bounty) and “his
men sailed 3,618 miles in forty-
eight days. They had a 23-foot
boat, 150 l1b. of bread, twenty-
elght gallons of water, six bottles
of wuine, siX quarts 'of rum, a
quadrant, a k& compass, a.nd
canvas. Dixon, Pastula, and
Aldrich had a . pocket knmife, a
pair of pliers, and an automatic

pistol which soon became useless

_through corrosion. They had no
food.

Thelilr terrmers became - frayed
-in the hot sun, as.their hopes of
rescue vanished. Then they were
thrown over a reef on to a small
island. Eventually they reached
Honolulu in safety, and there
Dixon. told Mr. Trumbull the
whole story of this wonder of
human endurance.
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