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| Report(;; Cook ;

back in hospital

"(he television reporter Roger |
Cook is undergoing tests for |

' A WARTIME manuscript by

| HE Bates. giving his account
The 39-year-old Cook | S

Report presenter was dis- |

head injuries after a car crash
on the M6 near Birmingham.

charged from the city’s gen-
eral hospital on Saturday but
later admitted to the Priory

Hospital, Edghaston, where |

he was described as stable.

Cheese helps
fight cancer

Raw fruit and vegetables and
hard cheese such as Cheddar
can protect against lung can-
cer, say doctors writing in
the journal of the US
National Cancer Institute.
They said hard cheese con-
tains substances that have
been found to be powerful
anti-tumour agents.

Man charged

By Robert Bedlow

of the effects of the V1 flying
bombs and V2 rockets falling
on London and the south, 1s
to be published for the first
time.

The 30,000-word story fell
victim to the 30-vear secrecy

' rule because 1t was ‘‘'too sen-
| sitive’’.
discovered 1n

But it has been re-
the Public
Records Ofhce at Kew, 20

| vears after the official ban

was hfted

Bates. who died in 1974

' aged 68, wrote it under the

pseudonym Flying Officer X
when he was commissioned
bv the Air Ministry as a flight
lieutenant to write short
stories about aircrew in the

| Second World War.

He was also asked by the

| Government to tell the story
| of the V1 and V2, their con-

cept, development, launch-
ing sites and indiscriminate
use.

With his novelist’'s eye he
turned what would have
been a sterile civil service
project into a vivid pen por-
trait of a frightening phase in
England’s history.

Hitler's secret weapons
killed nearly 8,000 people
between June 1944 and the
end of the war.

From the same fields in the
Kent Weald, later to be the
backdrop for his famous Dar-
ling Buds of May, he
described the new doodlebug
fiving bombs as they droned
overhead bringing death and
destruction.

Living on RAF stations,
attending flight briefings,
and drinking 1n local pubs he
produced a memorable
series of RAF stories. This
knowledge formed the basis
for Fair Stood the Wind for
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H E Bates and the doodlebugs of June

THE THING THAT AIN’'T QUITE HUMAN

Hitler’s secret weapon: a ddodl_eh'ug on its way

France. a best-seller in this
country and America.

It also provided him with
the insight for his manu-

script on the effects of the

flying bomb and the V2,
which the author’s family,
who hold the copyright, say
can be published 1in a 160-
page book in June.

Mr Bob Ogley, 54, a Kent
publisher, who discovered
the manuscript while
researching his own book on

the doodlebugs and rockets,
said: ‘It was too sensitive to

print at the time. A number

of Government departments
were involved, including the
War Office and Home Secu-
ritv. They were worried
about the effects on people,
and also information being
given to other nations anx-
10us to join the ballistic mis-
sile race. It is a remarkable
piece of work.”” During the
V1 and V2 era, 9,000 were

plotted leaving France. Of
these 2,419 fell on London.
1,444 on Kent, 400 on Essex.
800 on Sussex, 200 on Surrey
and 80 on Hampshire.

This 1s how Bates in 1945
described the effect on the
people of Kent:

“They saw the monuments
and landmarks of centuries
g0 down in dust. They never
knew from one moment to
another whether the meal
they were eating, the glass of

beer they were drinking, or

the dart poised in their hand
ready to throw at the saloon
bar board might be their last.

“They said goodbye to
their children as they went to
school in the morning and
never knew if they would see
them again.”’

Flving Bombs Over Eng-
land will be published by
Froglets Publications on
June 3 — 50 years after the
first V1 appeared over Kent.

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

How Chapter One of the H E Bates manuscript begins:

] ON THE night of June 12

| 1944, six days after the

invasion of France, there

J appeared over southern

| England a new object in

the sky. It dashed
northward like a flaming

| meteor over the rich

. hayfields and ripening

. cherry orchards of Kent,

é startled even the war-

| hardened citizens of that

' county into leaping out of

bed and watching its fiery

passage across the

midsummer sky, caused a

company of staid night-

duty policemen at

Maidstone to stand and

cheer like schoolboys,

under the mistaken

impression that a German

aircraft was on fire, and
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finally landed on a bridge
at Bethnal Green, London.

Next morning the
British public knew no
more about it than it could
read into a dry
communique recording
that a single enemy raider
had been shot down over
the London area. But in
official places ... there was
no 1llusion about the fact
that this, at last, was the
Hitler secret weapon, long
trumpeted and long
expected; the pilotless
flying bomb, “the thing"’,
as a Cockney lady
afterwards commented,
“that ain’t quite human”,
the Welisian dream of
robot flying power come
true.
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