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fresco dance: an illustration from
la Danse,” a treatise of instruction:
¢ appeared in 1623, and is now
troduction “and notes by Joan
Muller.  45s.) ' |

pert Agar, (Collins. 12s. 6d.)
P' OF LONDON
.o -.do’ .so0 -meant - disobeying . the
-command of the King.:. .- .
. 'The'- special - part’ .played by
Christianity in "this development
was to make «clearer than ever the
sharp- dualism between God and
Caesar. . This prodiced a tension
that is never.felt by those who are
willing t. let the State take all.
Nevertheless it is precisely - such.
tension that is the parent of all
our liberties. The absence of it is
the real basis of Communism. The"
Communist system of production
-may (or may not) be admirab!le,
but no true Westerner can accept
Communism, because not produc-
tion, but liberiy, is his highest
‘political end. o , )
. All this one can welcome -with
applause, .not least the -effort to
distinguish between good and bad
in Communism. The argument is
a delight toread. Mr, Agar has the
Journalist’s .unerring eye for the
“telling’ phrase and borrows a
quantity from.other writers. .He
can also coin a supply of his own.
' Communism .is a modern refuge
for disillusioned Christians® con-
tains a volume in itself, ' He is pas-

sionately earnest, but only towards

the, end does the. note become g
little strident. |

. As ' a declaration of falth the
book could hardly be bettered. It

should strengthen the hands of all
who strive to lay hold on absolute
standards -and give pause to all
who are inclined to make .terms
with modern relativism. -

) C'oun’t'ry
Books

THE COUNTRY OF WHITE

CLOVER.,K By H. E. Bates.
(Michael Joseph. 12s. 6d.) .

THE BIRDS BEGAN TO SING.
By Marjorie Hessell Tiltman.
(Hodder and Stoughton. _ 15s.)

By ALISON UTTLEY

COLLECTION of rural
sketches, “The Country
of White Clover” is

written in the easy, graceful
style which we associate with
Mr. Bates. The white clover
country Is Kent; his adopted
county, and there are felicitous
descriptions of the land of hops
and cherries, where “ orchard dips
Into cornland, cornland into hop-

fleld, hop-field into chestnut copse;
copse folds on grass, and grass into

Strawberry flelds, and strawberry |
into flax.” The richness and
tecundity of Kent are extolled
above any parts of England, but a
note ‘of Dbitterness mars the

| estimate of the country . people.

| The “scarecrows” at the markets,
the farmers, the  old ladies, all
are castigated, while the labourer

Is allowed one overworked

expletive,

| Happier and less controversial
are the chapters devoted to the
appreciation of flowers and trees,
in England, in Madeira, and in
France, and here the author is at
hisbest. He is & poetdn his feeling
for colour and beauty. No other
writer gets so close to the heart of
g flower, the tenderness of bluebells,
the lacelike whiteness of cherry
blossom. Readers who do not know
the miniature tulips and crocuses
of the rock garden will be per-
suaded - to grow them, by his
lyrieal praise.

. 'The second of these books, “ The
Birds Began to Sing,” is poles apart,
yet the two are complementary to
each other. Marjorie Hessell Tilt-
man's is a warm, friendly,
happy book, with good gossip of |
Sussex folk and their neighbourly
ways. It is written with sympathy
and understanding of countfry
obstinacy and reserve, and all will
recognise the Iintegrity of its
characters. Information is cun-
ningly imparted, from the making
of pancakes to the making of lace.
It is packed with flowers and gar-
dening, with birds, with recipes
and encient country wisdom. ,_

Both books follow the calendar
throughout the year. Broom Lynne
has decorated H. E. Bates's book
with delicate . drawings, and
Gwenda Morgan has made full-
page pictures and small decora-
tions for Mrs. Tiltman's pie of good
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CHILD ARTISTS

- OF THE

AUSTRALIAN ‘BUSH
The story of the amazing artistic-
"talent displayed by ‘untrained
‘aborigine . children ; with an Art
Section which includes plates- in
full ' colour. - By MArY . DURACK
MILLER and JFLORENCE - RUTTER.
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