ciher methods of o i
rift with ore th&a thﬁt in Verity
{rom Latargue and (
Pound and Eliot. -

soreover, thwgb

hiup a ormemed stams '

Larly acceptable in m dmarbed |

inier-war veurs:

* Not. I'll aot. carrion comto
Despair, not teast on zhe;t
N utitwist-—glack mﬁy

3 &aa did aot last,
ae!m Dev!:%n. editor-of * The

o gl * Hopkins the

via oo

1889, his menious N’M “;: '

may De
ey r m T

%omm Churcb by
conversion no ~ call.”

asceticism

thoagh he has stiled his fears
* mortal beauty

Scotus’s  the
Briefly. he can write with
k rezret

) “Wt s all tms m:ce md a!i this

foy?

by equating |
i - he callsias Bagehot tredted 45 a Wiﬁy
~ with his favourite

© Dtvmé};

e | gagehot

” ; Ei;amn. Nc soul-searchings. noj

en, den vears later. comes thé;‘-ttmaa Age,

'mmméons outburst of greatfbeen Wdemd

lt ts as though the lonx
has assuaged Hopkins's{ rightly

&3 t or. in more intellectual terms.’

auchan,
{ certain “'of his authors

A strain ot arta‘s sweet bemg n

the begmmg

As Fﬁthet

e san him. i:ii-.;!,}%}fmu aghma Yo Hopkins the peet
maner, re- 5;;@% 3 V&f.‘mnan hmhf»}nd might to

Abbarrs e
. the Corre- |
smadmm and Hum § ¥
phrv  House's selection | ¢’
of ~ The NOEBOQXS b g0
end Papers.” S
Now, hOowever, the (e L ‘
ssue of House's book, TN
expanded with ae? mat- |
ter into two %m.é
puis Hopkins Mﬂy
syuarely ~and -
before us, A bﬂ)gfdpw
sione could justice £ 3
m§ the tragic picture
3
CINEYRLS X these newly dis.
covered diaries, and sermons

& w#~immoiatzaa man that wife of whom he had Cause 10 De

, '-*ﬁam get. detore

SEB?’M NGU!' msml phrm
tsn the ﬁtefm to ‘Norman
4 |

cinating penod oi wr amar? .

This -hirh estimate ol the Vic-
wiich mﬁd m'ie

members éf Mr. St | alevy
generation. ‘and it 18 auite -
rating to see 5O emnent a vmeﬁm

msmd of just a text.
futl biography of &a&m?t
wnttm by Mr. Adastair
Whﬂt m St! ;ahﬁ“.
Stevas -his done is to pick ou
mﬁzml

writings'and to preface them with
117 of enlightening discus-
sion of the man and his ideas.
Sinte Bagebet had a most pleasing
| personality, in his life as well as

i his writings, no fanatical addic-

qu&imes of, -
| Harold Laski and deliver them

tion to political theory is demanded
to appreciate this study.

if vou were to combine the
‘gay, Keynes and

£ 71 over not to a don, but to 2 Rood-
L humoured banker with sporting

1! economics.
: not

} ! tastes. you would have a fair idea

y i
M

.

.

A

of the position attained by Bage.
hot in the mid-19th century. As
editor of the National Review and
the Economist. and a frequent con-

tributor to  the Fortmightly, he
enjoved a kind of detached

- authority

24

“If he were a horse. ..

Contemporary ~ biography and
literary criticism interested him ai-
most as much as politics and
If detached. he was

remote or academic, but

i urbane and often hard-hitting. We
1 have in this volume his wonderful
 full-length portrait of the versatile,

ashamed.” | ,
One cannot trifle with the Muse.

drawings dincluding a sketch of

mmself shown above), the music
aaé the private noles of retreats. A
reviewes Can aniy offer impressions.

One senses that, throughout his
life. Hopkins bore an abnormal
burden of psychological guilt. There
is. for instance, Bis o nal con-
cerst with tﬁc*mmmzz of sature. In
the diary of his 19th year, as in the
icurnal of his 40th, he observes
—he evea draws—natural pheno-
mena. 0ats and clouds and oak
trees with the microscopic exacti-
tude of a botanist or a weather
forecaster,

Much of this enriches his later
poeiry., though cunously egough
his wery accuracy of observa.
ticn has led tb poetic obscurity;
paffied critics' had to apply to
hotanists for an expianation of the
ceiebrated “Wind-beat white-
beam ™ in ~ The Windhover”

Etymological * Flights ™’

But though ne jogks 4t nature,
ke ignores man and woman. In.
giead he devotes pages of his

By 1881 Hopkins is writing:
“ Every impulse and spring of art
seems to have died in me, except |
music "—and mustc signifhicantly is
the art most abstracted from
“morial beauty.”
Worse was to come.

was Professor of Classics at Uns-
versity College. Dublin,
writes in his retreal poles:
Itke a stramning eunuch.” He
suffers ™ loainmuus and hopelessness
which | have so often felt before.
which made me {ear madness.”

~ Even the jesuit Order, his refuge,
1s compromised. for it 8 _invoived
in Irish piots against Eangiand:
“ against my will my pans, labor:
ous ana distasteful. hke prisoners

£0 to heip on this cause.
Hopkias's great poetry sprang

two-way pull—between sensuaiism |
and asceticism: but it gives his life
a patheric and morbid hue, as these
sed relios 3 & brithiant., wounded
mind —now superbly produyced and

edited—make terribiy clear.

RECENT
FICTION

diaries to what one can only cail
eryvmological ™ Rights.” According
trs potes by Alan Ward, these do
nBot carry much  philological |
weight, But one need not be a;
p?ycimnfh»st md mgzce ;hat wme‘
of the key-words e chooses t0
scnse have 2 sSuspiciously sexual ERE are tweo first novels
il They form an aimoszz about young officers and
classic picture of * the return of o oid Biimps in the post-war
the repressed.” British Army, and they run to an
Possibly he himself recognised ; oddly similar pattern.
that even within the chaste fields Beth are concerned with “ police
of botany and semantics, sensu- jaction” in {ermenting colonies,
ality turked. For his conscience was | pseudonymous but  recoganisable,
& suybtle and exmem gnad. This is. | Both contain a strong homosexyal
perhaps, why he destroyed ail the {mouf: both end with a court
W§? postry. saying that ne was | martial or iral ang hoth ofier a
* respived (o give up all beam} gueer blend of realism and pure
gniil 1 nave His leave for " Efam@sv
i1 mayv even be one of the causes | bBut though Simon Raven and
that impelled this brilliant young | David Caute may share comimen
son of a mmwhr official whe took | occupational obsessions, they are
a double ~ first ” at Balliol into the | poles apart in their ethical atti-
ascetic discipline of the Seczety of  tudes. Mr. Raven, like Evelyn
lesus when be was only 24, ;‘Vaagh gg}m wﬁ:}m he has jearnt g
£ diaries .11ew use tric is an unabashe
mgaﬁf gf:ggm::g :&%s roman tic s;wb»«g%«eiiegmg g
@mg Bero an mora “* The eathers o
con on and decision o me} Death " forms his apoiogia for 2
3

mythical military ¢lite fairly reek-
ing with Ghastly Good Taste.

He has invented an encrusted
regiment known as Lord Martock's
Foot, with a C.O.. Lord Nicholas
Sanvoisin, who is 3 sort of s:mss;
i hetween Peter Wimseyv, a Fellow of
ngs and one of Georzette
Hever's Regency bucks. The regi-
ment is on dutyv in the island of
i Pepromene {why wt Cvprus and
have done with 171 where. with
minor military interruptions., its
officers pursue the Good Life,

Mr. Raven's notion »f thetr
notion of this might fairly be de.

mded ;
 seribed as Good Wine, Old Intel-
’*‘”“ ggs %“m;t lectual Chestnuts, Baccarat and
*’fgi w oil. some of Sodomy. This last is chiefly repre-
| isented by a subaitern named
| Alastair Lynch, who conducts a
scandaious affair with his troop
 trumpeter, shoots hium for disobey-
{ing orders under fire, and 18 court-
i margialied-—a closing  set-piece
11 which enables the author o un-
load all his prejudices with reaily
- hiistering elegance.
i Mr. Raven deserves to he taken
| : seriously f%r all his quirks. Hg
- P writes  wit greal  power  an
‘ SM cotton and m‘emmmy his scenes of action are
-above and below the | giite superb; and. whether we like
it or not, he knows just what he
stands for. Here is 8 young writer
 so far to the Right that he makes
C’bnoiaauﬁ ook like a Fabian.

*x

HEN we turn to * At Fever
- Pitch.,” the moral climate
| undergm an abrupt change. Tme;

& priest. We get hints of his dis-
satsfaction with Angiicanism, and
an entertaining zlimpse of Pater

Catastrophe in 1944

UWL? the rejeniiess pressuyre (}f
war could have excused the,
rragic biend of ignorance and badi
srganisation which were the root
causes of the frightful exploston |
rirat occurred in Bombay docks oo

Aprit 14, 1944,
s the afterpoon of that fateful

dav !.m Fort Stikine. a British ship |
m& war stores,

s

NEW SHORT STORIES xeo

Collected Stories. Vol, Three, Dr.
Martine ond Other Slories, By
Williame Faulkner. (Chatto. 15s.)

The Housebreaker of S Hill.
By John Cheever, (Gollincz.

T&e atercress Girt, By H. E.
Bates. (Michae! Joseph. 13s 6d.)

Fee Fi Fo Fum! By Osbert Sxtweil.
(Macmilian. 158.)

young man in difhculries and con-
mmﬂy going mad who says he
is * naked at the moment and talk-

mg into the dark.”
All the stories are about the pur.

'smz of ha mm and how :_t m

out W“m bomgam ' Ymcai

characters are the apparently
Mrs, Cmtchmm and her husba

Baées is 2gain exm%mﬁy wnﬁm
about country people as
m :!saem of g;mm ."r‘he rﬁm

i
in 1888 | whom Bagehot admired:
the vear before he died, when he has come so near our definition of

|

made to serve the enemy S gunaers. ; space to
' works,

]
i

'the short stor

tion.
uzzaoubtediy from the tension—the | larly lively investigation on a sub-

|
i

i

|

§:he discussion of a forgotten pfo-

made leaden.
print, and could with advantage
have been abbreviated here.

| restless, corrosive Lord Brougham.

with its celebrated phrase: ' U he
were a horse nobody would buy
him; with that eye, no one wouid
answer for h:s temper,"
despised the passion for agitation
and denuntiation as insincere,
Despite the temptation t0 quote
epigram after epigram | must be
content with one sentence on Peel,
“ NO man

Bagehot

constitutional statesman-—the

Hopkins | powers of a first-rate man and the
“1am ; creed of a second-rate man.’

|

|
|
|
L

And

on the subject of Peel. would any-
ane but Bagehot have thought of

drawing a contrast between the
workings of the Prime Minister's
mind and the mind of Peel's

sch{}c;%fe}mw Byvron?

Cselecting  from Bagehot's
wmmgs Mr. St. john-Stevas has
regrettably given two-thirds of the

the best-known of MNis
“The English Constitu.
That is, of course, a singu-

59

many authors have

iect which
But it is always in

We could surely have skipped

PETER (}thN

i The Feathers of Death. By
Simon Raven. (Blond. 15s.)
At Fever Piich, By David

Caate, (Deutsch, 18s.)

i

Nymph and Shepherds. 2
E}%{tharﬁ Qavendish. (umil.g
8.) :

The Hit. By Julian Mayfeld.
L {Michael Joseph, 13s. 5d.)

The Immeorial. By Walter Ross,
| {Muller, 13s.}

the officers are still a pretty poor
crowd -— drink-sodden. incom-
petent, lecherous, and 1n one case
svphilitic—but the atmosphers is
now firmiy middle-class, which |
tske to be the dirtiest word in Mr.
Raven's vocabulary., The herg has
faint vearnings after Maruism. (090,

Young Offlcers, (

which makes hfe as an AD.C. a

ligtie worrviag for him,

Michae! Ghvn 1 a National S»e;~
vice otheer stationed i M an
African country on the verge of
self-government.,” which bears an
uncanny  resemblance. politicians
and z2il, to Ghana. What with hs
passion for his African bearer, and
rhe Brigadier's passion for Aim, aﬁé
hig urge to prove he can Y make it 7
with a woman. and an ugly riot
which he has to handie {(and as a
result of which he is brought to
trial in the civil courts for mass-
murder), voung Glyn's iife is ex-
tremely sticky.

Mr. Caute is at least ten years
vounger than Mr. Raven (he is, in-
deed, still an undergraduate at
Oxfordy, but in some wavs he
shows far greater emotional matur-
ity as a novelist, He has an equal
grasp of poilitical subtieties, and 2
f4r more fundamental approach 10
moral  issues. His  fantasies are
largely  sexual;, even sn, the
antagonism between Giyn and the
monocied. predatory Brigadier is
worked out with almost alarming

insight.
*x

BESIDE these two  works
“Nymph and Shepberds”
looks  deceptively  lightweight:
a jolly bedroom romp among
the sub-literary pseudo-squire-
archy. In fact Richard (aven-

By
RICK LAWS

|

clear without senmneataiéty From |
the drips on an aunt's moustache |

o an  uncie's

facts,
A

Ladies ™ is a little masterpiece,
There was a local boy called QOssy |
Turner “who had a hare-lip and ;|
walked with one drawling fmt and
8 crooked hand.” Before he was i
told. the narrator had not knows |
that * Ossy’s like that berause he |

F justification of |
* neck-oil " Mr. Bates sticks t the

story about 3 boy of four
taken by a seven-year-oid (o stare |
with fearful joy at the cottage Of |
some allegedly devilish “ Poison |

i

'1

1

i

1

ceme down here and din't icok for |
spies fust-——so they got him and

r done that tc him.”

R & *

Sir Osbert Sitwell. a_master of

seif in * Fee Fo!-’::ﬁmm
writing fairy stoﬁmhke‘la,

by re- |

fack the Glant Killer, Puss i Boots |

mad h&uebeagd.

In pmna, Sir Osbhert mtméam :

quant:::es of * abimm and tenden-

SPEA 'é' m ]

1t appears that
priggishy child w%‘th]


Inam Ulhaq



