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ONE OF THIS COUNTRY'’S
FAVOURITE STORYTELLERS,
WHOSE PRE-WAR WORK iS
NOW FETCHING HIGH PRICES

BY D.C. HOGG

TH.E. BATES

¥

ne of the most accomplished and success-
ful writers of modern times, H.E. Bates
produced more than one book a year in a
career that spanned almost 50 years. He was
also a master of the short story, writing over
five hundred. His books have been translated
into 16 different languages, and have been
made into films and television plays; and his
short stories are regularly broadcast on the
radio. The range of his writing was so wide
that his books can be subdivided into
different categories to enable the beginner or
specialist collector to concentrate on one
particular aspect of his works. These div-
isions would include collections of short
stories, country essays, war books, the
‘Larkin Family’ books, and books adapted
for films and TV.

H.E. Bates (the initials stand for Herbert
Ernest) was born in 1905 in the Northamp-
tonshire town of Higham Ferrers, where for
generations his family had been involved in
the boot and shoe trade. He left school at
the age of 16 and found employment as an
assistant reporter with the Northampton
Chronicle. After a short, unhappy period
(but one which proved useful for some later
stories), he left to become a clerk. At the age
of 17 he wrote a novel which was not
published; but the experience left him
determined to continue with a writing
career, A year later he began writing the
novel “The Two Sisters”; after several drafts
he submitted the final version to ten diff-
erent publishers before Jonathan Cape
accepted it and launched his professional
career. “The Two Sisters” is still in print
after 50 years, but first editions in good con-
dition are hard to find and can cost about
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£75. Like most young full-time writers,
Bates found living by his writing a struggle at
first, but in the 1930s there were many more
outlets for the short story form than there
are today, and he quickly became an
acknowledged master,

The strength of these stories lies in
Bates’ ability to paint a pastoral scene with
words, evoking his deep love of the English
countryside. His characters were always
authentic and he was a master at portraying
the feelings of rural people. A good example
of his range and style can be found in a coll-
ection of 11 of his early short stories
entitled “The Black Boxer”. The theme of
each is different, catering for those who like
idyllic, tragic or humorous stories, During
the period 1926-1939 he published seven
novels — “The Two Sisters” (1926) “Cath-
erine Foster” (1929), *“Charlotte’s Row"
€1931), “Fallow Land” (1932), “The
Poacher” (1935), “A House Of Women”
(1936), and “Spella Ho” (1938). The
proofs of “Spella Ho’* were sent to America,
and almost immediately the book was pub-




lished and a sum of 5000 dollars accepted
for the serialisation in the ‘Atlantic Monthly’
magazine, The prestige was immense and the
money was, according to Bates in his auto-
biography, “the equivalent of the discovery
of a gold mine at the bottom of the garden”.
In the period before the war, he also wrote
essays on country life and, in particular,
collaborated with an excellent woodcut
artist, Agnes Miller Parker, to produce
“Through The Woods” (1936) and “Down
the River” (1937). Both these books are
much sought after in VG condition and cost
around £12.

PSEUDONYM

The advent of war brought another
change to H.E. Bates’ career and further
enhanced his reputation. When drafted into
the R.A.F. to write about the lives of the
men and women who served their country,
he produced, under the pseudonym ‘Flying
Officer X’, two books of short stories
entitled “How Sleep the Brave” and “The
Greatest People in the World”. Both these
books were published in paperback form by
the British Publishers Guild in conformity
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FLYING OFFICER X

During the Second World War Bates wrote two
short books under the pseudonym Flying Officer X

with economy standards due to the Govern-
ment’s strict control of paper. Recently I
found two good paperback copies of “How
Sleep The Brave” (1943) side by side in an
antique shop. They were 20p each. Hard-
back editions are much more difficult to
find.

In 1943 the novel “Fair Stood the Wind
for France” was published and was an
immediate best-seller in Britain and America.
The American writer Henry Miller, a stern
critic of British authors, has written that he
considers “Fair Stood the Wind for France”
to be the only good novel he has read about
World War II. The film director David Lean
(“Bridge on the River Kwai”, “Doctor
Zhivago”, “Lawrence of Arabia’) obviously
agreed, as he bought the film rights of “Fair
Stood the Wind for France”, “The Cruise of
the Breadwinner’” and “The Purple Plain™.

Later in the war Bates, now a Squadron
Leader, visited the Far East. His extensive
travel there provided material for two

novels, “The Purple Plain” and “The Jacar-
anda Tree”. (“The Purple Plain” was later
made into a film starring Gregory Peck.)
Another popular war story was “The Cruise
of the Breadwinner”, which was an intensely
moving story about a trawler crew and was
compared to Conrad’s “Typhoon” by the
critic James Agate, After the war Bates tock
some time to discover his true form, but
found it eventually with the novel “Love for
Lydia” (1952). For the first time in his
career, he turned his attention to autobiog-
raphical incidents he remembered from his
short journalistic career. Asa nervous young
reporter he had gone on an assignment to a
large house; for a fleeting moment he saw a
beautiful young girl in a black cloak lined
with scarlet arrive at a station in a pony
drawn gig to catch a train — these two brief
incidents combined to create a famous story
about youth and its ecstasies and uncertain-
ties. “Love for Lydia™ was later made into a
memorable television series. It was apparent
that Bates’ stories were perfectly suited for
the small screen, and another television
series entitled “Country Tales” featured
several of Bates’ short stories.
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“The Cruise u the Breadwinner”, publish(
1946, sells for about £5 in its original dust jacl

During the 1950s he continued to v
about his love of the country and prod
more essays such as “The Country of W
Clover” (1952) and “Face of Engla
(1952). Good short stories also continue
flow, but then, quite unexpectly at the
of 58, he entered another phase whet
invented the Larkins family, They we
funny, rude, taxdodging, immoral lot w|
adventures started in “The Darling Bud
May” (1958) and were followed u
another four novels: “Breath of French |
(1959), “When the Green Woods Lal
(1960), “Oh To Be In England” (1963)
“A Little of What You Fancy” (1970),
series became one of his greatest pop
successes.

The theatre was one area that Bales
desperately keen to master and althoug|
had dabbled in writing one-act pluyy
some time, it was not until 1945 {ha
wrote “The Day of Glory”, This was inil.
performed in London, but due



the hostility of the critics it was not a
commercial success. After further forays
into playwriting (which produced two more
full-length plays that were never performed),
he acknowledged that the thealre was not
his medium, and returned to more rewarding

RERES. TEXTURE

In 1969 Volume 1 of Bates’ autobiog-
raphy, “The Vanished World”, was
published, producing a delighted response
from his former critics. The ‘Spectator
summed up the general response: “Few
writers have a more exact feel for the
texture of a flower, a face, a silence, and it is
this that has value”. The cost of this book in
1969 was £2.50, and today copies can be
found on bookstalls for about £10. This was
followed in 1970 by another novella, “The
Triple Echo”, which was first published as
a three-part serial in the colour magazine of
the Daily Telegraph. The story was first con-
ceived in 1943, but it was not until 1968
that Bates finally worked out the plot. It is
the story of a lonely woman whose husband
is a prisoner of war, and who convinces an

World” (1971) and “The World In Ripeness”
{1972), both admirably illustrated by John
Ward. In 1973 H.E. Bates was awarded the
O.B.E. In 1974 the year of his death at the
age of 68, a book entitled “Fountains of
Flowers” {photographs by Patrick
Matthews) was published, followed in 1976
by a book of short stories called “Yellow
Meads of Asphodel”.

Bates left behind him a literary reputat-
ion as one of the finest short-story writers of
his generation, a reputation which is beginn-
ing to be reflected in the prices commanded
by some of his work. Of particular interest
to collectors are several items he wrote for
the Golden Cockerel Press. “A German
Idyli” (1932) and “The House with the
Apricot” (1933) are worth about £30 today,
along with “Flowers and Faces” (1935),
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these fetch about £30 each today.

which contains engravings by John N
Two further particularly coilectable it
are limited, signed editions of “Sally
Round the Moon™ (1932) and “The S
Without an End” (also 1932) and g
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All values refer to books in VG condition with dust jackets (if applicable)

NOVELS:
army deserter to disguise himself as her THE TWO SISTERS (1926). . ... .. Gl umdhum o i e 1 a2 0 g R £75
CATHERINE FOSTER (1929) . . . . .. ... ... o e i S £50
il ] % CHARLO'ITE’SROW(I%I).............._ .................... £40
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sergeant enters the scene, but their decep- THE CRUISE OF THE BREADWINNER (1946). . . .. .. ... ... .. - """ £5
BOOK FAIR tion is discovered, and the climax is chilling. THE PURPLE PLAINCIOAT) & .« v vorce s o o sme s o eoi 1 oo i £5
A successful film adaptation of “The Triple THEJACARANDATREE(1949) . .. ............... .. ... . " £2.50
(Incorparating Magazines, News- Echo” starred Glenda Jackson and Oliver THE SCARLETSWORD (1950) . . .. ... ..o vt £2.50
apers, Paperbacks, Ephemera etc.) LOVE FOR LYDIA C1952) 0 . =« siciisi 5 6 55 5508 5 € 0 o comm o 0 o e s A £5
papers, Faps x EPe : Reed. TBBEEAST OB JUEN (1054) . . coovuins v 6 3 o & £ 4 5 Smnn o mn s s 7% B £5
at the Piccadilly Plaza Exhibition Hall, Bates was fascinated by the art of the THE SLEEPLESS MOON (1957). . .. v vvu e e £5
York St. (Off MUS'BV St.), Cit\[ Centre novella and was first drawn to it by Conrad’s Xl-lgﬁkgigélgg[i?;[l{jEDNSCOHFAI\;[ﬁyl(nggQS)S) ....................... v i%gg
SAT 10th NOV Youth: Heart of Darkness”. Throughout WHEN THE GREEN WOODS LAUGH (1960) . . . . ... .. [ .- m-- s
his career he continued to read such writers THE DAY OF THE TORTOISE (1961) . . .. ... ......... .. . 7" =% £8
10.00am to 5.30pm as Tolstoy, Maupassant, James Joyce, THE CROWN OF WILD MYRTLE (1962) . .............. .. .°" esinon e R £8
OVER 40 STALLS SPECIALISING IN: Hemingway and D.H. Lawrence, all brilliant OH! TOBE INENGLAND (1963). . . .. ..... ...... ... oo - 00 LS
all types of Antiquarian & Second-hand exponents of this art AMOMENTINTIME (1964). . . . .. .......... ... .. .. .. """ £7
Books, Magazines, Paperbacks, Comics, P : . THE DISTANT HORNS OF SUMMER (1967) . . . ... ... ... ... .. """ £2.50
Newspapers, Annuals, Gerry Anderson, NOVELLAS A LITTLE OF WHAT YOU FANCY (1970) .. ... ......... . """ L L)
Theatre & Cinema items, Ephemera, THE TRIPLE ECHO (1970) L5
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BREEALL DA WELLALIT BALL Against the advice of hlS pupllsher he m.%)%l%) 50
7th year of this event produced a volume called “The Nature of SEVEN TAL!(ZS AND ALEXANDER (1929) & - - 7 rtrrrcrrmreevenans £1s
Admisslilon-' adultl 30Péghglld1/’01ﬂ2\l;’t2EDzr:] Love” containing three novellas., This sold THE BLACK BOXER (1932) ( Fidin s o0 mmcosmi v o T LA g £10

el 35 ; ) o % §  THEBLACKBOXER(1932)................ .. .- R
i e extremely well, with one story, “Dulcima”, SALLY GO ROUND THE MOON (1932, also in limited signed edition, £30) . . . . . . £10

Full details from: Philip Nevitsky, being made into a film in 1971. In all, he THE STORY WITHOUT AN END and THE COUNTRY DOCTOR (1932, also

191 1\3"_:['6ggsgﬁagg-(’o@gg')‘?;;h*gi"“- produced more than 20 novellas, all well available in limited signed edition, £30) . . . . .. ..., ... ... ... . . ... ... £10
i worth collecting and reading. He completed THE HOUSE WITH THE APRICOT (1933). . . .. .. ..o oon oo, v it e £30

his autobiography with “The Blossoming
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THE WOMAN WHO HAD IMAGINATION (1934) £10
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DEAR LIFEE (1950) ¢y v ovimi o i v 5 5 v & & % % 50wwed & 6 & 600 @i o & @ 4 % s £3.50
COLONBLIULTANGLIS ) o i v+ 5 o comsos o v 4 o mcmsiai o & & 8 dasiwsin: & o s ie St s = £3.50
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THEHEARTOF THECOUNTRY (1942) . . . . i i i i it it e i it et a s e nns £12
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DRAMA:
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THE DAY OF GLORY (1945) . ....... e S s . £15
CRITICISM:
THE MODERN SHORT STORY (1941). . . . . . . .t i ittt it ittt e v s na
MEMOIR:
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