By RALPH MORRISSEY

A Rare Professional Writer

Few indeed are the distinguished authors who
make their living today entirely by their pens.

Of this small, exclusive group H. E. Bates is a
book was

splendid example. His
when he was 21 and his writing
has brought in his bread and
butter steadily ever since (he is
now 49).

He is a member of that amall
band of craftsman to whem lit-
erature is a life's work—a true
professional whose books please
both readers and critics.

James Agate once defined a
professional as one whe day aft-
er day turns out work of uni-
formly high standard despite all
obstacles or lack of inspiration.

Writing Is My Life

With such a gifted profession-
al as Mr, Bates, however, things
are a bit different.

“Writing is my life,” he said
in a recent interview in New
York, “it gives me more pleasure
than anything else”

He was on his way to the Ba-
hamas where he is doing a his-
tory of the islands for the Brit-
ish government, and had stoppad
over briefly between books.

Little, Brown will publish
“The Nature of Love," a collee-
tion of long-short stories or no-
vellas later this month. His latest,
a novel called “The Feast of
July” is scheduled for fali pub-
lication in England,

Born in Rushden, Northamp-
tonshire (“the Middle of Eng-
land") Bafes has spent most of
his life in small towns and vil-
lages and is unhappy if he is
away too long from the country.
He now lives in Kent with his
wife and four children, His hob-
bies are gardening and collect-
ing impressionist paintings, at
hoth of which he is naturally an
expert,

Since writing occupies his full
time and his subjects ares near
at hand, he has had little occa-
sion for travel,

Served in RAF

He did leave his retreat, how-
ever, during the war when he
joined the RAF, about which
he was commissioned to write
short stories under the name of
“Flying Officer X." Several mil-
lions of copies of thess tales,
which comprised two volumes,
were sold,

His later novels “The Jacar-
anda Tree “Fair Stood tha
Wind for France," and “The Pur-
ple Plain” grew out of his army
experiences in Burma and In-
dia.

His favorite writers include
Conrad, de Maupassant, Chek-
hov, Coppard, Stephen Crane,
the esarly Hemingway, D. H.
Lawrence and Sherwood Ander-
son. He has an especial regard
for Joyce's YDubliners" which he
never tires of reading.

Though his output has heen
tremendous (he has written
nearly 40 books which include
novels, short stories, essays, his-
tory, biography and plays), he
has seldom trimmed his sails to
popular opinion. He writes, pri-
marily to please himself and is
his own most exacting critie
Deep sincerity and sensibility
are reflected in his sensitive lips
and frank, clear eyes. About him
is the quiet dignity of the mature
artist,

A Rigorous Schedule

Such sustained, copious pro-
duction obviously requirea a rig-
orous schedule, “Even though I
actually write only from early
morning until lunch, I carry
stories around in my mind 24
hours a day until they finally
come to life." He composes usual-
ly in longhand in a small, neat
script  liberally peppered with
revisions,

A slightly-built ruddy-faced
countryman, Mr. Bates is not
much imprassed with cities, even
New York. He finds them brit-
tle and very much alike, His
great loves ars wood and stream,
farm and field and working men
and women, His chief concern is
the ruthless influence of nature

,_on the lives of rural peopls,

first

H. E. Bates

“the small tragedies of simpls
folk, which he has universal-
ized." But thers is broad, fruity
humor, toe.

And his fame ia quite likely
to rest on his short stories of
the countryside rather than on
his more recent novels of India,
Burma and English manufactur-
ing towna, which have brought
him a large popular audience.

One of the finest living writers
of short stories, Mr. Bates ranks
with Richard Jefferies, A. E.
Coppard, W. H. Hudson and
Thomas Hardy as a delineator of
ndture and rural character, But
his work is distinctly his own.

‘Intuitive and Sensuous’

He has heen described as “in-
tuitive and ‘sensuous” and the
rich, pungent texture of his prose
bears this out. Scattered in pro-
fusion throughout his work ars
unforgettable’ passages, which
glow like an impressionistie
painting. ‘

To Bates nature is a vital,
sensual force—violent, personal
and beautiful, which permeates
all his books, and he portrays
her Jushly in full dimension,
Here is a typical passage from
}J‘n]e of his early stories, “The
ity

“On summer days after rain
the air was sweetly saturated
with the fragrance of the pines
which mingled subtly with the
exquisite honeysuckle scent, the
stirange vanilla heavineas from
the creamy elder-flowers in the
garden hedge and the perfume
of old pink and white erimped-
douhble roses of forgotten names.”

Among the many quotabls
paragraphs in his recent novel
“Love for Lydia"” is this:

“The sun went down A mo-
ment later in a plunge of wintry
magnified fire that left on the
fce, the snowy meadows and tha
cold sky a wonderful afterglow,
A lichenlike green hung above
the sunset, and the shadows, all
acroes the snow, became of in-
digo brilliance before finally dia-
solving. A biting moment of dis-
persing day exhilarating and al-
most cruel, hung in the purs
stark air before the first star
sparked into green sky above the
sunset.”

“The Grase God™
“The Na-

And from
one of the stories in
ture of Love":

“Outside he walked soma
distance before realizing how
warm and beautiful the evening
wag: that the oaks, merely
sprigged with buds a week ago
were now in full flower, lovely
tasseled curtains of olive-yellow,
already browned at the tips by
the great burst of sun. All
among them too, down the road,
big hawthorns were in solid
pillowy white blossoms, and he
could smell the heavy wvanilla
fragrance of them as it weighted
the warm wind."”

For his luminous image
Bates haa been compared wit
Keats,

Batea is a poet, too, who has
perceived . . . the tiger-moth's
deep-damask’d wings."
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