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Richard Gorer opens Living Tradi
tion in the Garden with a smtlmu
condemnation of two of
beautiful of English gardens, Hi
cote and  Sis , dismissing
them as examples of * exterior up
holstery * achieved with “a cata-

logue and a bank balance " This
ing_ statement " displays e
amazing | the facts: in

ringrain b St gl
no fat bank balance to draw on and
the garden was built up slowly mu
lovingly over a long period ;
although it is true that La‘mmu
Johinston was a rich man, he also
possessed the artistic vision and the
knowledge of planis which com
bined to create the Hideote mmu‘.
ce, one wl
0 appreciate.
is not thus offloading his
prejudices, he treats us to page
upon page of extracts from familiar
works by William Robinson, Shirley
Hibberd, Gertrude It\wﬂ and other
well-known writers verbose
and repetitious. and re is pre
cious little sound gardening advice
based on personal experience : ull is
eonjecture and vague speculation
mi half m el

e is

However, the s¢ -'

book, cntitled

* Plan
interest to the plant cnllmor and

the nlant historian  the authar

writes in detail and with knowledge
hybridizing, the great plant col
e, and rare shrubs.
mostly of academic inter-
est since Mr Gorer's main concern
s with rare unobtainable und ex
tinct species, whicl
subject of most of the
and the general effec
is negative and uninspiring.

A Fountain of Flowers by H. ¥
Bates presents a refreshing and
welcome contrast. A delightfully
exuberant and infectious love of
nature and an enthusiasm for the
many varieties of plants growing in
his own garden are conveyed to the
reader in @ generous outgoing wav

illustrations.
e hook

which h |rre<|§l|b|! Here is much
sound pract vice on planting
mn. based on the
thor's personal experience ; good
descriptions of plant discoveries
and rare species ; and, although thi
book is much shorter than the first
one, it is infinitely more worth-
while : there are no lengthy ex-
fracts, no repetitions, and the aun:or
has no hobby-horse 1o ride.
es us the best of his kmwlcdge
of the living plants of the gardens
and Comiryside of Englandin the
attractive style e his
BonEeon ey meoatees The
beautiful colour photographs by
Patrick Matthews add to the charm
af this detightful book.
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299pp including 523
Madrid: Aguilar. 4000 p

dlmrmum»

matter, the book l:ilmm be treated
as_a handy guideb:

There are some bc.mnfui full
colour-plates and some mt:renmg
garden plans. However, the author
has not always been well served by
the publisher ¢ the hundreds
of smaller illustrati ql:alily has

Marquesa de Casa Valdéss Jardines
de Espaia is a fully documented
record of gardens in cvery part of
bute must be paid to the
work, thoroughness and
obvious in  this book

Spain.
hard
$ina rtise

h, because of its comprehensive
any

naturé, is difficult to place in
particular category. The author
cusses fully the histor: Y of the
m‘. tracing their o

p{‘n(nh through
nk ‘Arab occunation .unl its Islamic
tradition. igh  the
Rensimance and. eighteenthcentury
influences of e and ltaly, on
to the pre: But, because of
the inclusion of <o much historical
archacological wid  architecr !

been sacrificed 10 and many
of them show lhe‘\)hndmg blue sky
of the picture postcard. In contrast,
some of the author’s own photo-
graphs are much more true to nature
and do not strain the reader’s belief.
There is an excellent chapter on
the botanical gardens of Spain and
the great horticultural expeditions
to the New World, delightfully illus-
trated with mlnm plates from ol
b . It is unforiunate
th he mmrhnnnllv high
the book puts it lmm
the garden-lovi
spends his h»!xd.a)s in Spain. An
idged edition, at a rnawnahtv
ice, would bring it within reach of
the much wider publ "ach
Anservee






