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‘The transition from normal life to the
abnormal life of war makes one, for the
moment at least, curiously responsive to
experience. One is alert for sounds; one
looks at the most ordinary objects as
though expecting o see in them, 100, some
recognition of change ; at night the novel
sky is almost an entity, variable, altern-
ately reassuring or ominous. Nor is this
sensitiveness limited to the external.
Conscience is uncommonly knowing and
will allow no subterfuges. One is aware
for_the first time of certain unflattering
hesitations, mental provisos, the cold day-
light in which one's pretences must ap-
pear to those who know one well.
is worth mentioning because 1o enter the
world of r. . tes's stories I‘
merely 1o pass inio an exicn;
region of unnatural clarity. There is the
same thin, motionless atmosphere from
uhich shadows are absent and in which
!vcrylhlng stands out exactly as
et it 1 not a dead atmosphere. The
imagination that has inspired the stories
of e FLYING GouT is not remate ot
cold. The humour, indignati
pathy with which "some of them were
writen is only enhanced by the austerty
f the expression 3
accomplishment  still_allows. an exima-
ordinary varicty of mood. At the
extreme is 1 Am Not Myself,” and al
the other the farcical and fantastic *
Funny Thing." another of the Uncle
5. The first is a story of insanity
P Young Bl o piece there is
no sort of barrier between the reader and
the characiers He hears the slencs in
grave, unnatural circle, feels
lors spontaneous. lov= for m glrl who
n two plancs,
notices with him the change in the eyen,
the chanae from presnce (0 absenc, & and
experiences the same unreasoning n
“Perhaps We Shall Meet

-

g

tion between a siarving gir and 1 woman
who wants
Public Figure,” which discovers Ihr, truth
about him, are more obvious, but both
them are foreeful and both contain many
instances of the extraordinarly quick eve
or personal idiosyncrasies for which the
author i famous. ~The O * ks s shorter,
compressed version of Mlss ‘anny Hurst’s
“Lummox,” “The Flying Goat " itself
has the cheerful absu

ohslmzcy and ruthlessness of gossip.
None of the rest is poor, but one re-

members with particular pleasure *
Ship,” in which a sailor comes home with
a coloured bride.

A MAD MOTHER-IN-LAW
y comparison with this stillness and
austerity, THE SeA Tower has more than
its natural violence. Sir Hugh Walpole's
energy blows through the book like a
strong, unruly wind, delighting in its own
strength, and the drama is almost as
fanciful and improbable as that in his
* Portrait of a Man with Red Hair.” The
book s a creation, in the precise meaning
of the word, and owes nothing (o i, but
the author's admirers will understand that
ihis hardly detracs from the enteriain
ment. Imagine, then, ept house
on ane of those Southern English shores
that the author excels in adapting to his
frankly theatrical purposes. 1t is an ugly,
uncomfortable house, the property of an
ever-loving mother whose affection for
her sons has become a mania. The obvers
of this affection is naturally hostlity to
ute it, and here the brunt

E

of this hostil

who is a pleasant and stupid young man,
is devoled 10 his mother, and for a long
time cannot be brought o sec the actual
physical dangec that is preparing for the

. After people have talked zbout
hernselves for some. time, the. dan

"There is a might attack with
ot poker, and—with ane of these
strokes that save a born m his
most Fisky situations.—the fami i et
drama is all at once changed into a touch-
ing and not inhuman scene of weakness
and defeat.
THE FORTUNE-TELLER

Rather closer 1o lfe s Miss G. E.
Trevelyan's TRANCE BY APPOINTMENT.
Jean i the ehild of a working.crae famly,
2 ssage from a childhood
with uncommon and innocent visions to
marriage with an astrologer who gradually
corrupts her powers. Fortune-tellers are
inclined to be reticent about their bus
ss, and we iss Trevelyan's
Word for her material But the sty makes
this as casy as possible. There is a con-
vineing zeprescniation of an ingenuous
and untutored mind, and the girl's tran-
Stion Trom-a halkarul, Al grateful
acceptance of her gift to' doubt of its

finally"surrenders. the  struggle against

Pw Y PLeasuRe s much more
Once there s the

fortable counsel. Even before she moves
to Wales, she sees in the cards, I s
she sces, the eventual appearance of a
lover who will not be. repelied by. the

ne e oaths, the
fully hearty manner, the unfavour-
able investment  of the

money, the conventional ways of specch
for different classes, and so on ? Yct in
is sarly passages the book i beter han
this. The canvassing of recollect
Miss Girling's former home pwmls=
something more subtle and more serious.
But such carelessness as everyonedisplays
later on is disillusioning. This is an age

mistress, the singularly stupid lover—for
Tovers of this kind must now be craft
and the girl sold blindly into marriage are
altogether t00 transparent. s





