Fiction

UNSATISFACTORY SITUATIONS

H.E.BATES : Colonel Julian. And Other Stories. Michael Joseph. ‘10s. 6d.
Louts AUCHINCLOSS: The Injustice Colleciors. Gollancz. 10s. 6d.

Mr. H- E. Bates is a writer with a
well-deserved reputation for a sense
of words and a gift for express-
ing the more vague and aimless
digressions of the human heart. His
present collection, so far as scene
is concerned, covers most of the
ground that at one time or another
he has already traversed—obscure

upland farms, decaying country
houses, Indian hill-stations, battle-
fields of Burma, Swiss hotels: these

provide some of the familiar back-
grounds, There is always the same
slow, serious, perplexed considera-
tion ‘of matters that are scarcely ever
going right. Mr. Bates's world is a
rather sad one that stretches from
honest, inarticulate, illiterate agricul-
turists unable to' deal with their
emotions (or the paper-work now in-
separable from farming), to eldmly.

uite impossibly unclipped moustaches.
% W:a Jof mml}tf»’e‘:m stuff at all,
There is “perhaps more than a hint
ylization in this picture; and
surely the writers of the Colonel's own
youth—ranging from Kipling to
Qui remarked in no un-
certain terms at least very similar
characteristics in their treatment of
warlike types.

Mr. Louis Auchincloss also deals
with ‘unsatisfactory situations, but
handles his material in a very different
manner ; though the note he supplies
to explain the title of the stories is
possibly not without interest in con-
ncxlon wuh Ml. Bates” ! too.

1 the
cull::lnﬂ 4 m Tkr Bnnf: al Cvm!r:nn,
by Dr., Edmmld Bergler. 1t is a
which o desc neurotics who
nnnl!nnilly nnd unconsciously consi
s:mznom m wh:c they are disappointed

This broad definition is

ired ¥
false teeth u\eur wives dehherluly
shatter against bedroom walls.

It would be idle to pretend that, with
its many merits, Mr. Bates's art is not
at times a trifie depressing; but a
graver critical objection is to be aimed
at a certain woodenness of texture in
treatment of personalities. Here, for
example, is a description of Colonel
Julian, chief character in the story
that gives the book its_title. e
Colonel is 83, and R.AF. pilots are
billeted in his home at the period of
the Battle of Britain:

Thal also was a thing he could not get
used t0. In his day you went off to war
after a series of stern rurwells.ynu lived
a life of monastic remoteness somewherc
on a damnable plain in India, or you went
10 the northern hills lnd were A:ul off for
some months al a tims u looked
Jike a soldier. But nowadivi mm oung
fellows flew o i the fear of God
imo what Ihcy c:l]ed a Puh ul wolfers
.or a bunch of {anks at four-thirty in the

‘afternoon, and al seven they were lying
in the hay with a young woman or drink-
ing gin in the loca hnr For some reasan
or other they hadn’ kind of m\dmrly
look about them, ullhcr He had jool
in vain for the martial type. He ket
times saw insicad a touch of almost
feminine dreaminess about some of Lthem.
‘They were very quiet sometimes and had
long-seeing eyes. were  boyishly
bilarious and laughed fantastically behind

Catlowed By a ‘more detailed description of
the pe, involved,
Wwhich B poiris oul. among other hings,
that these persons are seeking unconscious
sochistic pl
The stories that follow—somewhat
the manner of Edith Wharton—
increase the evidence that a wide-
spread reaction is taking place in
American literature from the violence
and eclecticism of the last two or three
decades, and that the latest school of
American writers Jooks back o a
more solid and sensitive tradition. Mr,
Auchincloss's sardonic and unmerciful
stories shuuld certal be read:
ddy, large and | henrly. w:\l always
spoken of as one of the best 7 own-
Dom an way ceriainty & ich
despite his eternal jangle about i, e
er

average father of an average American
family. Mummie, stoui and hndsome,
bustled with good warks, and the mom-

ing mail was abways fld with invitations

the chairmanship of worthy
drives, Brother Fred was capisin of his
sehool football team brother Sam was

head of - his class;

rindoape was the
ad reyered, a

The stories analyse the difficulties
and uneasiness of human relations,
both in and out of the home. Some
are set in London during the war. Mr.
Auchincloss is an author to watch.





