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are living in these pages, flesh and
blood beings whom we meet and
come into conflict with, liking them
in spite of their tri idiosynerasies.
He reproduces the strange sounds of
their speech. and we recognize it as
uuthentic, and curiously similar 1o
the clipped, clotted syllables spoken
on the islands of Zealand and Funen
by Danish farming folk.

The uuthor's love for Kent is pro-
found. almost mystical. There s
mporary wriler more capable of
putting such an emotion into simple,
sensuous prose. Thus this littie book
hymns the county in such a way that
every one of ils features is |
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So through the year and its seasons
in this sea-belted county Mr. Bates
a full und uppreciative joy
grumbling,
revelling, working and idling: then
coming down to his art, to report the
common adventure in terms of a
prose that is us virile as the climate
which engendered it -






