BOOKS

How Mot ta Make Book

“You can loze spicled a foll-page ad
hy Douhledny & Co. in the Mew York
Timees Book Beview. “"We are 0 con-
wvinced of the appeal fhese important
bnoks will have for you that we ane will-
ing Lo bet that Gve of them will be best
sellers by the Grst week in May." The
teems: i more thep one of the six failed
to make the Times bestseller list by then,
Dioubleday promised to scnd & copy of
any one of thery “absohstely free’ fo any-
body nsking for it

Last week demands for froc copics were
still Aacding nto Douhleday. Oniy foor of
the books had gualified as bestsellers by
the appoinied time: Jean Kemr's FPleose
Den't Eat the Daisies, Ednp Ferher's Toe
Palece, Paul I. Wellmans Ride the fed
Eurth, and Roberd Lewis Taylor's The
Trovels of formie McPhesters. By alsa
enlening Lwi lessalikelies, Kenneth Rab-
eriz’ The Balile of Comppemes and Szoniders
Bedding’s The Lomeroms Roed, Dopuble-
day had thowghl bo give iz oy spme
sporting west. If succeeded loo well In
flowed letlers al the mie of oo @ day; out
flowed free books. By the tisse the mails
had poursd in some 3000 claims feom
winning bettors. the poblishers nervously
stuck & fnper in the dike: they took a
small ad in one morning's Tieeer cautioos-
Iy announcing that their “offer™ (identi-
fisd ooy by itz date and pape in the
Brok Heview) woobd expire that after-
nona, then started petting up a form letter
that all bets were of.

British Funhouse

TeE Deevims Buos o Mar [Z19 ppl
—MH. E, Botes—Aflontic—LidHe, Brown
[$3.75).

" Larkin,d 1hal’s me DPop osasd .o
‘Larkin by pame. Larkin by nalure. What
can T do for vou? Nice weyyer.'

S T'mtdrom the office of the Inspector
ob Tage:’

“Pogr atgad blank and mmocent, stag-
pered by the wery exisience of such a
[HETEOT,

* “Inspector of what?

“Taxes., Inland Reeemae,”

“"You most bave come to the wrong
bowe Pop sid ™

Tax colleciors and plain readers of The
Drarlerg Breds of Muy sl respeciiully
disagree with Pop. The story of bow
Cexiric, the tax man, siays for dinner ches
Larkin, and stays and stays onby oo bhe
subverled by Tood, drink, lpve ansd the
Larkin clan's infectivus lust for life, makes
H. E. {for Herbert Ernest) Bales's nooeel
ong of the blithest robustions romps of
the wear, The book's pusto @ all the more
rematkable coming frotn  welfase-ssted
Englamd amel fromm g3-vear-old . Anchor
{ The Slesplesy Moor) Bates n writer who
in recenl years bes (ocwed on the som-
ber, the lovelom and the vicleat.

Twe Mudes by Rubens. The Lacking
are seazonal strmwhermy pickers, and their
way of Lle might be clled Eabelnizsez-

i 3

Esicn Sacd
ArrEOR BaTES
Toxes make strangers Bedfellows.

faire. When Pop veols his heroic belches,
be sounds like Charles Lawghton plaving
Henry VIIL. Popiis littde scen in the
slrawberry ficlds, for be roams the coun-
tryside on & spivishbr freewhbecling entes-
prise called “the scrap irem lark™ which
nets him a oo peofit, @ margn Pop
regnrds as Cpertick.” Speceus, ::l.u:-rtj'n.'u
Ma ILarkin fumiches a gmoaning bed and
board, Bllz her volmnnows pmk oylon
nigltiez like iwn oudes by Euobens. Wed
valy 1o the spht of the common law, Ma
and Pop have six children. only one of
whom causes them & smidgen of concern.

Fimma Eaulgt
AUTHOR DE BEATVOCE

Bedfellows moke drange polifics.

Seems thot their oubdde eldest davshbier,
Marietie, may beeome a mother without
knowing the exzce father.

Thi= B2 where the tax collecter comes
in. Cedric i o feothbrush-mustached cty
moze with “officepale hands,”™ as lmmp
as “tired cclery.” Buof in Ma and Pog's
pensnnf-shrewd eyes. he s a  polenizl
hushand. if onky they can tzke has mind
off his tax forms and pot it oo Macetle's
a2ill flawless figore. Ma starls [attening up
Cedric wilh paodies from the “frige.” Fop
rechroatens the tax man “Charlic” and
plice him with a Rolls-Royce (“half wer-
mouth, guarter whisky. quarter pin, dash
of orange hitters”) followed by a Chauf-
fear  (“one-thivd wvermouoth,  one-third
whisky. onc-third gm, dash of Angos-
tyra”i, At first day's end, o cockial-
shaken Charlie, decked in Marieiles pa-
Jamus, goes boosleep on tee hilliapd table
while cooing sweel netlungs Lo the billiard
lall m ihe comer pocked

“The Motional Bf Lork™ Pop urpes
the humg-over tax owan to poi in for sick
leave (“the Mational EN Lask” ), and be-
fore Jong Chartie beds down with Marietle
in a field of bottercupe. Buot it is the
strawhermr-sweet  juice and joy of life
with Pop amnd Ma Lackin thal truly se-
tuces Charlie. One day it is Pop piloting
a real il secondhand  Bolls-Reyee -into
the vard and prandly announcing, *Oumn.™
Olser times, it i Ma “wolfing fish and
chips and baving “Tum e the contmst!™
toward the ever-playing TV sot.

Tuming up the comtrast 15 the key {0
Novelist Batess pulsing ctmnedy of coun-
iry manners, He spoads the planned aus-
terity of the ill-fare stzte with a rollick-
ing image of the life alundani. He spoofs
whey-facsd bureaueralic autamatons with
husty  individualids whose color a Ma-
tizse mighl envy. The joke is fumny pre-
cisely hecanse the author does not insist
on telling it

At & zany cocktnil party at novel’s end,
with hest and puests plantmg Orewarks
umnder cach other, Pop Larkin anoounies
his danghter’s engagement o Charlie, And
Marierte, it furns oul, 1% Bol peegnant
after afl. This = the ooly fale alarm in
a fve-alarm blaze of 32 book ther is just
almul perfick.

"Mo More Flies'"

ThE Lowe Makcd (513 ppl—3imone
de Beguvoir—World [$7.50].

Frepch intellectusls are among the few
left in the Western world who still tooc
owt, straighi-faced, the kind of ooy Com-
munist maxims that bove beesn 'mring
whiskers almost as long as the Bussians.
Saumples: “The Chinese government . . .
conssders Eruth its soundest ally.™ =All
[Chinese newspapers]| are povVernioeni-
supervised . . o There must be the initisl
plase i whech chaos gives way o & madi-
mentary ordes.” “Bussian sesisismoc—az
the Chineee leaders make plain in every
specch and peport—is disinterested.” “In
| Framge | . . . the law is determined by the
interests of A class,”™ hut in Ching, “justice
iz mude to corespond to the welfare of
Lhe peaple.”™

These ilrusling guolalions are from
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