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. NEW FICTION

“The Beggar’s Opera”
Brought Brilliantly
' To-Date

By H. E. BATES

A Penny for the Poor. By Bertolt Brecht.
(Robert Hale.. 7s. 6d.)
Men Without Mercy. By Alfred Doblin.
)

Perllous Sanctuary. By D. J.
(Harrap. 7s. 6d.)
Many people will have seen, many more.
‘will have heard through the B.B.C. and
gramophone records, the brilliant modern.
version of * The Beggar's Opera,” written

e
music by Kurt Welll.
success before Hitler. It has been played
Yown | also in London. It has been filmed; and
now Herr Brecht has filled it out and re-
written it as a novel, a ruthless, vigorous
satire on almost exactly the same rotten
jon ramifications of human society as those
Gay himself lashed so incisively. One
of the many remarkable things about it
is that Herr Brecht, at the time of writing
the book, had never London. Yet
dll[ubed repast, set
r, has more
than an air about it nl Lhe old London
of wickedness sod dirt
book, llid llmm
entlrely m lhe East End,

t down here; it is enuu‘h h) say th'.
it concerns general the Peachum
! and Macheath and the extra-
ordinarily involved and cunning net of

with_ others,

ham beggars, hor
Pseudopatriotic lice, indecent swindlers
and indeed all kinds and conditions of
uman rascality. Scores of characters
limp. and hobble and shrink a
putrid scene;  scores of rackets are
indlers swindle each other;
there I a factory for the manufacture
bro- | of “ maimed limbs "; and so on.
our
Sour | The Germs Sczn Large
The thing to get clear is that this is not
n of | realism. It is an intentional exaggera-
:nded | tion of realism. It is life seen
tures, | a microscope. And if we look carefully
imale | we shall see here the real rogues, the
Much | gignificant microbes, the true germs of
% | human corruption which lie beneath the
sur. | skin. It is ot a pleasant picture, but it
scape | has truth, gusto and some sly brand of
or,pe | eynicism happily not lost in ansiation:
you wrote, in your youth, that honesty
sarns | js ‘the best policy, and believed it and
stal bellevu it, then there is waiting for
you, in pmw FOR THE

5 | long book, ponderous and thoroughly de-
ntist, | liberate in the best German manner,
(each | traces the. hmory of a family, a mother,
{e85d | two sons and a daughter, who are left
‘re. " | destitute and leave a farm in the country
for the city. After the mother has tried
without success to commit suicide, her
alian | eldest son gets odd jobs in the markets
alian | nd meets Baul, a revolutionary, to whose
$°the | opinions he is converted.
who | After becoming a ' thorough revolu-
Aus. | tionary, he becomes, in Book Two, a well-
beral | to-do nanufacturer and, late r, a man
ntro- | ruined by the economic cri s nd Sccused
sader | of treason. All the time powerfully in-
for a| fluenced by his mother. He meets death
a revolutionary and is praised,
amel ironically, as a hero. To me the book is
amel | rather like a plano recital given by a man
V;"Rh‘ wearing three pairs of woollen nloves
ave everything s intensely sincere, ponderous,
r the ‘linumed and sometimes more ihan a nittle

t red | Humour and Tolerance

well- | Mr. Niven's story is set in late-Vic-
't | torian and Edwardian Glasgow: scene,
“hich | the warehouse and offices of Simpson’s,

have of soft-goods,
ngoo, | winceyette, &c.; characters, the principals
im |of the firm, the travellers, foremen,
for | office-boys, &c.; background, social life of
the times, world events, Boxer rebellion,
as a | Boer War, &c. It is a story of a big
business and little lives; the successiul
business-as-usual Sim the obscure,
almost anonymous life nr the people in it
k something. T think

rnold Bennett. Its qui
s deft sketching-in of busines
ry humour and much more would,
a|at any rate have been admired by
Hmmtl( It ery real, amusing
section of Scottish life.” It was Bennett
\\Hu held that one ()f the novelist's
test virtues was tolerance. and in
Tk Sraby a1 Srmraony ould have
o, |Dbeen delighted to find that Virtue in full
measure,
=— | More and more novelists, it seems to
me. write with an eye of Hollywood. This
true of the author of
SANCTUARY,” who has given
LW s book with_Hollywood splashed all
The scene is New Mexico, where
1 h)g I-ngllshmﬂn. tryi mg to escape arrest

e, | for murder, is sheliered by a_Spanish
cn {0 owner In an. isolated Village I the
little | desert. He there comes across

the | extraordinary scent of religious nngel.
ts of | lants and a a
e are| complete with tears and Troue, " Over:
seen, | written, in a sort of superior blood-and-
thunder manner, it belongs to the realm

ne

name only the least of its
W L\uglwll drily
ted, Bowles
eathed Bowles
. for me at any

snapped
* Ah-ah-
tyle that has
Jen begun

A PLAIN MAN’'S WAR

2nd Leinsters passed from
Belgium into  Germany exactly
148 pm., the pipers pla ‘Let Erin
nember the 1.

very | Hitchcock, y of t a
short |just been published ~under the title
" (Hutchinson. 15s.).

srical | Covering the year: to 1918, the
senti- | Armistice and the occupation, it is no
fiting | work of art. It has no graces; but it has
6| real value as a plain man'’s plain diary,
> life|

i ke, nsensibility.

ordinary
t the neurotic's war, though
hot the Jess tereible for that. T
pages describing the march into
nany, and ccupation of Cologne
are most mm(m and fascinating o read.

man’s

Tal

TaMeyrand. By Comte
Transl

The I.Ivol of Tlll‘ynnd
jen and U1

- For cencurxes to col
rand to one of the ladies
fided, “ I should like thi

de Saint-Aulaire is i
Cour!

Betveon

, as we shail see, thi
lar umuu\mm Yet bot
themselves al

faculty Tall
ot showing himsell
maining impenetrable, ¢
v ap)

heartedne: The PR
hed s heart, did not
sleeve.

*

Both biographers are
their subject in its T
Talleyrand (born in 17
nobleman and a Chi
Eighteenth  Century.
scrupulous he could harc
e what you are al
one of his maxims, *to
is compelled to do so,
still make merit by it."
the Come d d'Artols, afte

de Louis XVI.
flon, told Tnllcvnnd %
to-morrow."” the Bishop
“Well, then lonse
remains for each of us k&
of his own interes
Princes desert theirs a
Mon:

Talleysand thought of
so well that noble an
been, he became Foreig
the Directory; he betra)
with_ such success th
Foreign Minister undtr
only organised the 1

* bought Government su
Brumaire and sold it o1
Bonapartist as long
but he betrayed his mat
again in 1814.  Napol

asty

£

d made him

d
been mmn his Throne
alle:

Congress had to save F
be true to Legitimacy

made the catehword of




