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NEW FICTION

The Arlen Touch—Still
Goin! Strong

By H. E. BATES

The Orooked Goronet. By Michael
Arlen. (Heinemann, 15“) .

" F. L. Lucas. (Cassell. h. 6d.)
‘The Heaths and the Hubbells. By Nella
Gardner White. (Constable. 7s. 6d.)

[PusLisaED To-pax]
'HE BOOKS of Miss White, Mr.
Arlen and Mr. Lucas are all
appropriate to the easy, soporific days
of August. All are easily read, and
may be picked up with ease and amuse-
ment between naps, bathes, sand-
castles, long drinks, dreams. They
make no difficult demands on the

re | intelligence, none at all on the social

conscience. They are all removed
from the everyday life that most of us
know and live, and if they Are not
quite, in Mr. Arlen’s words, * &re-
sentations of the. rul facts of lﬂz." ey
are all (with the notable exception of
one story by Mr. Lucas) nicely enough
written to cause no offence or uneasi-

ion | ness to the most thin-skinned reader.

finished artist of the bunch. Had he been
born in America, educated in the Bronx,
and had he served an apprenticeship on
the sports page of a third-rate newspaper,
he might have been 1 distinguished
humorist.  He might even have been
a distinguished satirist. Unfortunately, as
Mr. Arlen is well aware, we English hate
satirists, and prefer o humour wnwed
in the folds of adventurous ince.
Mr.'Arlen. in occasional witty and wicked
asides. .uu il gives indications of the merci-
less 1 ‘might have been. but for
e most part 1 wauld hiow Liven his work
to a mass-produced, highly ‘cellulosed,

extremely smart motor-car, a vehicle at
once snappy and brmllnL fast .nd
debonair, luxurious and tinn: Here.”

ny.
salesmen and advertisements say. “ you

as
M| have a high-toned car at a low-toned

price. Look at those svelte lines, the
" Salesmen,

00 hard he ‘lﬂl llll to pieces.
me Smart to Earnest

But in choosing fiction, as in choosing
cars, there is a case for the smartly-

e | finished product, and in Mr. Arlen we

have such goods. Here, in eleven different
designs, is the true Arlen product, highly |
sophisticated, brilliant, smart, ucy,
n lventurous. Here you a:: rip along at

ast_pace, i i ght people,
drinkm‘ the right thin ngs at the rignt
appropriately

n g listenit ? to
rilliant b-ck-c at. n u -u very enu!;

Lnl. very wi
2% Mndteate by s -ub-nue, very
fllle But no one need care much about

Lucas's stories belnn‘ to a very
different world. he product
o' imd earmest. prllosophicet. shgnt
academic, of l writer rather in love wi
the sound of his own voice. This last
characteristic tends to

verbosity. g, iptive, explana-
tory, ‘work of
incaj of spe: by implication.
Typical of his method, the title "“Zir;
long cl ighteenth Ceni
Scot] and a strange religious fanatic,
wei n rea its_obsolete
its general stuffiness of
Here, as i stories, Mr. Lucas
exercises little of selection, and his
continually has the arance, to
me very embarrassing, of dl;
. An exception to all these
remarks, and itself a vindication Mr.
as a writer, is the story called "“The
Last Flight of Vi Amicis.” Here
gem, 80 to speak, hay-
stack of junk. , in only six pages,
Lug tells the s of a young

féted, prom ies by smoke-writin
on the sky * PPIN &lll la Gu«rl ‘

and is at once shot down, He dies, but, as
Mr. points out in ironical con-
clusion; “Italy lives.” The 'y hat

is altogether, to my’ mind. the best thing
in an otherwise moderate

Rich and Poor

In “THe Heatns anp THE HusseLLs”

simple, and inexacting at all points will
find a likeable novel, the story of two
families, one rich and one poor,
in each which a daughter finds
heum With chId by 5 mansout of her
own In a style without faults,
But at the same time with few virtues,
Miss White sketches for us these two
families  and their vastly dlﬂermx
reactions to ame She
t never overworks a natural tymputhy
with humanity. As a result, her book
¢t is known as very “hurn n. In her
own -concl t rmth
na faugnter and Tove ‘and Hght
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